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Opinion

www.postvillenewspaper.com

My Fellow Citizens:
Please be careful how you
are inﬂuenced by the article
in this past Sunday’s Cedar
Rapids Gazette. Perhaps time
will bear out that Agriprocessors will become an ethical
employer, have a plant that
is safe and modern, will not
exploit workers, and will become good citizens in Postville.
Just because repentance
and reconciliation is offered,
the fact that laws were broken
in the past does not change.
Does the rapist or murdered
get their crimes forgiven if
they promise they will never
do it again?
The
headline
said
“Changed Company?” Does
that imply forgiven forged
documentation, or wages below federal minimum, or a
used car sales scam? (By the
way, did they ﬁnd that third
suspect being sought and did
they look in Israel?)
I am among the skeptics
like the Reverend Ouderkirk.
First we hear denials of the
allegations. Now a few weeks
later it’s “we won’t do it any
more!” I’m of the opinion,
“Show me over the long
haul.”
Another interesting point.
Where have the offers for assistance been from the local
Jewish community? We have
the wives and children of detained workers going hungry
and being in limbo until October. As the article in the Gazette states, “Improved conditions at Agriprocessors come
too late to help the hundreds
of workers facing deportations at the end of a prison
term.” The Hispanic Ministry group is pleading for food
and essentials. So is the local
food pantry.
Concerned citizens should
give serious thought to jointing The March this coming
Sunday. A peaceful statement
of the tragedy that our town
has endured is American. Attention needs to be drawn to
support immigration reform
and to show respect for human rights and dignity of victims of a bad system.
Ken Weston
Postville
(Editor’s Note: The letter
below was originally published in the Decorah Newspaper and opening paragraph
refers to an editorial written by
Decorah editor, Rick Fromm.)
July 15, 2008
Dear Editor,
I want to thank Editor
Rick Fromm for his strong
editorial Thursday, July 10,
condemning the exploitation
of workers at Agriprocessors
in Postville. The Postville raid
by Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) has created a humanitarian crisis of
epic and long-lasting proportions and raises serious questions about the Bush administration’s continued efforts
to undermine constitutional
protections in America.
Besides shattering the
lives of a substantial percentage of Postville’s population,
traumatizing children (some
of them US citizens) whose
parents were whisked away,
as well as the children of nonimmigrant families whose
many friends suddenly disappeared, the raid has left in its
wake an enormous economic

burden. Those charged but
released with ankle-bracelet
monitoring devices, mostly
women, can neither work nor
leave the country so have no
means of support. Family
members of those in jail are
left without ﬁnancial resources. The Postville Food Pantry
is feeding up to 100 people
a day, and many volunteers
from around the region have
pitched in to help cover legal,
health, and living expenses
for those affected by the raid.
Furthermore, the economic impact reaches into the
pocketbook of every taxpayer. Besides the immense cost
of the raid itself, conducted
by some 900 agents, and all
those involved in subsequent
legal proceedings, including prosecutors, judges, and
26 federal translators, 130
man-years of taxpayer-paid
prison time have been handed
down in prosecuting several
hundred impoverished immigrants on a bogus charge.
That these immigrants
were here illegally is not in
dispute, but that is not what
they are serving prison time
for. 390 were arrested, 360
held for prosecution. Of the
390, only 5 had any previous criminal record. They
were charged with “aggravated identity theft,” a crime
which brings a mandatory
5-year prison sentence, but if
they agreed to plead guilty to
“knowingly using a false social security number,” their
time would be reduced to
5 months, after which they
would be deported without
an immigration hearing. ICE,
a branch of the Department
of Homeland Security, established a “fast track” proceedings which essentially
forced a mass acceptance of
this guilty plea, even though
the vast majority of these immigrants don’t even know
what a social security number
is. They were simply provided one by their employer!
Furthermore, most of the SS
numbers were “vacated” rather than stolen numbers. Only
one out of the total turned out
to actually happen to coincide
with a reported identity theft,
rendering the charge legally
indefensible..
The Iowa ACLU has
condemned these mass convictions as violations of a
number of constitutional
protections guaranteed the
accused, one of which was
their requirement under the
guilty plea to wave their right
to an immigration hearing.
It is important to remember
that 290 of those arrested are
Guatemalans, mostly indigenous Mayans who suffered
untold horrors at the hands
of death squads in the mountains of Guatemala not long
ago. It will now not be known
whether any of the detainees
will be further endangered by
their mandatory deportation.
Perhaps the most worrisome detail hidden from
public view, however, is the
extent to which this raid,
clearly meant to be a trail run
for more to come, is a serious intrusion of the executive
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To the Editor:
July 15, 2008
The last city council
meeting was in the toilet, so
to speak. To make a long story short, the Postville Childcare removed the doors in
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To the Editor:
This is in response to your
article titled Faith leaders
speak out on poor treatment of
Immigrant workers here and in
ﬂood recovery. I am a resident
of Cedar Rapids and I am appalled at this article for many
reasons. Comparing the raid
in Postville to the devastating
ﬂoods here in Cedar Rapids is
comparing apples to oranges.
The raid in Postville was good.
Those people are not citizens
of the United States, they were
breaking the law. The residents
of Cedar Rapids were US citizens who were born, worked,
paid taxes and owned homes.

B & K Heating & Plumbing Inc.

Every 2nd & 4th Thursday
Afternoon 2 P.M.

For more information

community, and the county
this award could not have
been possible. My point is:
the agenda item should have
been about celebration, not
toilet doors.
Sincerely,
Christina Drahos
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the bathrooms and replaced
them with curtains to avoid
pinched ﬁngers and future
injuries. Other childcares
are doing this and the USDA
blessed this. Couldn’t this
issue have been settled
privately, perhaps behind
closed doors or curtains,
which ever you prefer? Did
we really need to consult our
city attorney regarding this
issue? No one in the room
commented on the childcare for the excellent job
that they are doing. Not one
mention was made of the
$850,000 grant award that
will beneﬁt the childcare. I
personally toured the childcare last week with various
representatives of Allamakee Economic Development
and was so proud of our
facility. People were commenting that they wish they
lived here so that they could
bring their children here.
Congratulations to the
school, childcare, and the
YMCA for their grand
award. Without the city,
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$34.8 billion. Even private
investment, 32% at $62.3 billion, falls short of the extra
money hard-working immigrants manage to spare for
their families at home.
It is clearly time we take
honest stock of whose backs
our American lifestyle fundamentally rests upon. Perhaps
we should follow the lead of
Minneapolis Jews investigating their kosher meat plant
and start asking serious questions about the cheap chicken
we buy at Walmart, and hold
our representatives accountable to a process of real and
humane immigration reform.
The current inhumanity
touches us all.
Sincerely,
David Cavagnaro
Decorah
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curity numbers which were
the centerpiece of the Postville raid. That money, all
of which goes into the general SSA fund, now exceeds
$600 billion. The SSA itself
estimates that illegal workers,
who themselves will never
receive beneﬁts, are subsidizing the retirement of legal
residents to the tune of $8.9
billion per year.
Another important indicator of just how important
immigrants, both legal and
illegal, are to the American
economy is the amount of
“remittances” from immigrants and foreign workers
sent home to support families
in their countries of origin.
Just from 2006 to 2007, these
remittances rose by 16% to
$71.5 billion. This is our
largest economic engagement
with developing countries, according to the Index of Global
Philanthropy 2008, published
by the Hudson Institute. Government aid only totals 12%
at $23.5 billion, exceeded by
private philanthropy, 18% at
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branch into the affairs of the
judiciary. According to Erik
Camayd-Freixas, Ph.D. from
Florida International University who worked as a federal
translator throughout the legal proceedings in this case,
the way the legal case against
the detainees was fast-tracked
en-masse tied the hands of
both defense lawyers and
judges in such a way that
options to challenge a bogus
charge and the waiving of important rights was simply not
possible, including their 5th
amendment right to a grand
jury indictment on a felony
charge. This is simply another
egregious example of the Department of Homeland Security overstepping the balance
of powers guaranteed by the
constitution.
On July 27 a march will
be held in Postville in support
of those effected by the raid
and will include members of
Jewish groups in Minneapolis. Jewish leaders there have
reacted strongly to the exploitation of workers at Agriprocessors and are seriously
questioning the way in which
kosher meat in processed.
The raid has apparently had
little effect upon the policies
of the Postville plant. According to Paul Real, Director
of Hispanic Ministries at St.
Bridget’s Church in Postville,
Agriprocessors
imported
three groups of new employees since the raid in May, but
conditions are such that not a
single person remains.
Exploitation of illegal
immigrants goes far beyond
Postville. A documentary
entitled the The Cruelest
Cuts, recently aired on PBS,
covered a 22-month investigation by the Charlotte Observer that reveals atrocities
perpetuated by some of the
largest poultry processors in
the Carolinas where most of
the nation’s chickens come
from. Poor, underpaid workers, 80 to 90 percent Hispanic and most illegal, some
22,000 in the Carolinas alone
who routinely make 20,000
cutting motions per shift,
sustain frequent injuries, yet
employers often refuse workers medical treatment and
falsify safety records in order
to avoid plant inspections.
OSHA routinely turns a blind
eye to these violations. This
exploitation of mostly illegal
immigrants, widespread in
the meat packing industry, is
reminiscent of the problems
in agriculture highlighted by
farm worker organizer Ceasar
Chavez back in the ‘60s, few
of which have been solved
today. If anyone reading this
article worries about the rising
cost of food, think what food
would cost if we did not have
what amounts to a system of
indentured servitude getting
the food to your table.
And if you are worried
that illegal immigrants cost
Americans jobs, consider
how much those same immigrants actually pay us to
work in America. The Social
Security Agency maintains
an “earnings suspense ﬁle”
which records the payroll
taxes withheld from those
illegal (no-match) social se-
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